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The interview with Prof. Masaru Nishigaki (The president of
University of Shizuoka Junior College)

Question: What do you think of hospital environment for sick children in Japan?
The medical history had ignored the developmental stages of children and
had considered children as small version of adults. However, children’s hospitals
were built as the medical treatments have been developed for cancer and diabetes.
Some children with chronic illness have received education in hospitals. However,
the professions to provide plays and to foster child development have not yet been
established.

Question: What is the implication of this project being granted by the
government?

This project targets the current unemployed nursery nurses and nurses. 1
expect greatly that the students will learn the child development and different
needs, and can contribute to the quality of hospitals.

This project is not a mimic of HPS in UK and should develop the training
course, based on the Japanese cultures and history. It is a first step to discuss the
importance of plays and to create a clear professional role of HPS in Japan. The
University will accredit with the completion certification so we should consider

how the certification should be socially recognized.

Question: Do you think that it is difficult to collaborate with medical and
non-medical staff in Japan?
First, all should know the terms and share the knowledge in hospitals.

Also, none of staff force their values and powers against children.

Question: What do you expect for the future of this project?

It is necessary to network the medical aspect and welfare in hospitals but
there 1s no clear boundary. All professions should have the different job
descriptions with the same goal and mission. We all have the same issue on how to
maintain the best environment for sick children. I think that it is necessary to
explore how to develop a multi-disciplinary team to respect each profession.

The ideas for the medical systems have been changed. Now the medical



systems include the volunteers and non-profit organizations. Because each
profession needs to have clear roles and goals, the students first need to understand
their own roles. This project expects greatly that this new profession will be

recognized as essential for children and families in the Japanese pediatrics.

Message
Norma Jun-Tai (National Association of Hospital Play Specialist Chairman)

Welcome to the first Hospital Play Specialist training course in
Japan.
You are now part of Japan’s history in formally addressing the
emotional wellbeing of sick children.

I was invited to speak in Medical Nursery Nurse Society held in University of
Shizuoka Junior College in 2006. I am pleased that the HPS Japan project will
start as the first step of improving the quality of the Japanese pediatrics. I am
confident that HPS in Japan will be able to work as a member of multi-disciplinary

team like UK and look forward to teaching in Japan.
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Welcome to the first Hospital Play Specialist
training course in Japan

You are now part of Japan’ s history in
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formally addressing the emotional
wellbeing of sick children
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